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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
Monday, March 4, 2013

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson
Elisaldez at 6:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico
Rivera, CA.

STAFF PRESENT:

Benjamin Martinez, Director

Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director

Guille Aguilar, Senior Planner

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno

ABSENT: None.

FLAG SALUTE: Led by Commissioner Martinez

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

February 19, 2013

It was moved by Commissioner Garcia to approve the minutes of February 19, 2013,
seconded by Commissioner Zermeno. Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

PUBLIC HEARING:

PUBLIC HEARING - ZONING CODE AMENDMENT NO. 165 - TO AMEND
CHAPTERS 1842 (PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS) AND 18.44
(OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING OF THE CITY OF PICO RIVERA
ZONING ORDINANCE AS THEY PERTAIN TO THE REGULATION OF
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RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY  EXPANSIONS, PORTE-COCHERES AND
WALKWAYS

Senior Planner Aguilar presented her staff report. This item was brought to the
Planning Commission meeting of February 4, and recommended for approval for Zone
Code Amendment No. 165 to the City Council. The Zone Code Amendment No. 165
was taken to the City Council meeting of February 26, 2013. Of the three
recommendations in the Zone Code Amendment, City Council agreed with staff
recommendations for the walkways and driveway expansions. In regards to the porte-
cocheres, the City Council turned back the amendment for staff to conduct further
research.

The porte-cocheres regulations that staff recommended last month were to allow porte-
cocheres over a driveway that leads to a permitted garage or carport. The porte-cochere
should be attached to the side of residence and match the roof style, color, finish,
materials and height of the residence. It would only be allowed for the shelter of
operable vehicles, and no storage would be allowed under the porte-cochere. It would
not count towards the properties required parking.

In regards to design guidelines, the porte-cochere would be required to be attached to
the home by a minimum of fifty percent of the length and would not be able to project
more than ten feet from the nearest street facing residential wall. These are the two
items City Council asked staff to conduct more research so that abnormally large single-
family lots can construct a porte-cochere which projects up to thirty feet from the
nearest street-facing residential wall without a variance process.

Staff contacted the American Planning Association as well as the League of California
Cities, and also conducted a phone survey of surrounding cities. Through this survey,
we found that most cities do not allow porte-cocheres to project beyond the front
building line. Norwalk, Monterey Park, Santa Fe Springs, and La Habra allow the
porte-cocheres to project beyond the building line.

Staff also conducted a window survey of existing porte-cocheres in the City and that
only one of twenty-eight existing porte-cocheres projectes beyond the font building line.

In order to identify abnormally large lots, Staff used the specific property in question as
the baseline. The property is 15,000 sqft in size. Staff found 220 single-family zoned lots
that are 15,000 sqft in size or larger, which is only about 2 percent of the single-family



March 4, 2013 Planning Commission Minutes
Page 3 of 6

lots in the City.

Staff recommended allowing single-family zoned lots which exceed 15,000 square feet
in lot size to construct a porte-cochere which projects up to twenty feet from the front
building line as long as it doesn’t encroach into the required front yard setback. Staff
also recommended reducing the common wall attachment from fifty percent of the
length of the porte-cochere to a minimum five foot attachment. The remainder of the
ordinance remains unchanged.

Commissioner Martinez asked if ‘front building line’ projection is defined in the
ordinance.

Senior Planner Aguilar responded that the ordinance specifies that the projection is
measured from the ‘nearest adjacent residential building wall".

Motion to approve public hearing.

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.
CONTINUED/OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:

a) REVIEW OF LAND USE REGULATIONS AS THEY PERTAIN TO FREIGHT
FORWARDERS

Staff is evaluating to possibly allow freight forwarding businesses within certain industrial
zones within the City.

These businesses include a business office for the logistical planning of the business, a
warehouse for storage of the items, and also a parking area for the temporary parking of the
distribution trucks. Freight forwarders contract with different companies to transport their
items for distribution. They do not own their own trucks, they contract with other freight
companies or truck drivers.
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Staff is looking into noise, hours of operation, impact of the truck traffic, appropriate zones and
locations, as well as appropriate applications.

Upon initiation of this code amendment, staff will return with a recommendation for the
Planning Commission within thirty to sixty days.

Commissioner Celiz asked where in the City we would be bringing these businesses.

Senior Planner Aguilar replied that we would be bringing them in to certain industrial zoned
properties, which can include the west side of Telegraph, along Gregg Road, along Durfee, on
Whittier Blvd. near Montebello. Senior Planner Aguilar clarified that this code initiation is
to direct staff to review if there is an appropriate zone to allow freight forwarders in the City.

Chairperson Elisaldez has an issue with the traffic impact, and possible negative impact to our
community.

Deputy Director Gonzalez replied we are looking to possibly allow them on the outer edges of
the City.

Commissioner Garcia asked what zoning area these businesses are currently allowed in.

Senior Planner Aguilar answered that these businesses are not allowed in the City’s industrial
zones, but that a new expanding business is looking to locate on a property on Gregg Road.
Staff is conducting further research on this type of business and the impacts on the City to best
determine how to regulate them.

Motion to approve initiation of code amendment.

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

b.) REVIEW OF LAND USE REGULATIONS AS THEY PERTAIN TO ANIMAL
HOSPITALS WITH BOARDING

Staff is requesting Commission direction to initiate a code amendment to conduct
research on animal boarding to determine if this use should be allowed in conjunction
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with an animal hospital. Animal boarding is currently not allowed in the City, with the
exception of the Towne Center.
Staff will be looking into the issues that may arise due to allowing this use in the City.

Motion to initiate code amendment.

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Commissioner Martinez mentioned a car accident along Pico Vista last week. He asked
if Public Works could look into adding speed bumps or some kind of speed deterrant to
slow traffic down.

Chairperson Elisaldez would like to thank staff for contacting Southern California
Edison regarding the street light at Myron and Passons, which has been fixed.

Commissioner Zermeno received a call from Home Depot regarding the day laborers.
Home Depot is having issues with the laborers and would like to meet with City
management to discuss how some of the issues with day laborers can be resolved.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS:

a) CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF February 26, 2013 - Commissioner Zermeno had
no issues to report.

b) PLANNING COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL
MEETING OF Tuesday, March 12, 2013 — Chairperson Elisaldez confirmed his
attendance.
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There being no further business the Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at
6:40 p.m.
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