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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
Monday, March 18, 2013

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson
Elisaldez at 6:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico
Rivera, CA.

STAFF PRESENT:

Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director

Guille Aguilar, Senior Planner

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno

ABSENT: None.

FLAG SALUTE: Led by Commissioner Celiz

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

March 4, 2013

It was moved by Commissioner Garcia to approve the minutes of February 19, 2013,
seconded by Chairperson Elisaldez. Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

PUBLIC HEARING: None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

CONTINUED/OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:



March 18, 2013 Planning Commission Minutes
Page2of 5

a) Housing Element Presentation — Led by Alexa Washburn

Ms. Washburn stated that every jurisdiction in California is required to have a General
Plan. The Housing Element is one of seven mandated elements of the General Plan. It
is the only element that requires review and certification by the California Department
of Housing and Community Development. It is updated every eight years. If the City
misses the October 2013 deadline, then the City will have to revert to a four year cycle
instead of an eight year cycle.

She also discussed the specific bills that needed to be adhered to. This included Senate
Bill 812 which requires an analysis of the housing needs for the developmentally
disabled. Senate Bill 375 allows synchronization of the housing element with the
Regional Transportation Plan and the Sustainable Community Strategy. Senate Bill 2
requires all jurisdictions to designate an area to permit emergency shelters. Cities are
also required to treat transitional and supportive as residential use.

Ms. Washburn explained that the requirement to plan for a specific number of housing
units is called the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA). Development of the
RHNA begins at the State level, where the Department of Housing and Community
Development allocates the number of units required for each Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO). The City is under the jurisdiction of the Southern California
Association of Governments which is the MPO responsible for allocating units to their
member jurisdictions. Every jurisdiction is allocated their fair share of units and is
responsible to plan for these units through the Housing Element. This is often the most
difficult aspect of getting a Housing Element certified by the State.

Ms. Washburn described the sites that staff has identified as potentially having a mixed-
use overlay and or zone change.

Ms. Washburn specified that the State does not require the City to build or construct
housing. It creates opportunities in the land use and zoning and facilitate development
through its policies.

The next step in updating the housing element will include a second community
workshop in April.

b) Planning Commission discussion/comments on Housing Element. No action by
Commission necessary.
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Commissioner Zermeno asked if the land for the proposed element is privately or City
owned.

Ms. Washburn answered that the areas are privately owned, however this overlay
provides the owners flexibility to build commercial or residential units.

City Attorney John Lam commented that each portion of the update will be brought up
for review to Planning Commission.

Several questions were asked by the Commission regarding the sites identified. The
recurring question was whether the City or owners would be required to build the
units. Ms. Washburn answered that cities nor owners are not responsible to build the
units, and that the City is only responsible to plan for areas that can accommodate these
units.

c) Take Public Comments on Housing Element.

Dolores Camacho, resident at 9049 Carron Drive asked how the Housing Element
affects her.

Ms. Washburn responded that it would not change her single family residence.

Mr. Sasan Shardravan owner of 4759 Durfee Avenue stated that he is interested to know
more about the Durfee Underpass Project. However, he is not getting the information
he needs and feels he is getting the run around from the City. Deputy Director

Gonzalez stated that she would be his point of contact however nothing has been
finalized with the plans for the Durfee Underpass project.

Commissioner Martinez asked if someone owned a property, could they volunteer to
have their property part of the re-zoning.

Deputy Director Gonzalez responded that yes, they would be able to.
Roberta Torres, resident from Phaeton Avenue asked how this affects her area.

Ms. Torres was asked to point out in the PowerPoint slide where she lived. She realized
that her property was outside of the area to be designated with a mixed use overlay.
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Deputy Director Gonzalez advised her that she was sent a notice because she was near
the area to be designated as mixed use.

There were also concerns regarding traffic issues and impacts to the roads. Chairperson
Elisaldez stated that he could answer under Planning Commission reports.

A motion was made to open non agenda items.

Bill Mendoza, resident of Redbird Drive since 1953, stated that traffic is increasing at
Redbird Drive and Coffman-Pico Road. Since the baseball fields have been opened,
children and pedestrians are crossing in the middle of the road and parking wherever
they see open space, including in front of fire hydrants.

Pete Garcia spoke regarding the speeding issue on Paramount Boulevard near the
mobile home parks.

Motion to close public non agenda items discussion. Motion carried by the following
roll call vote:

AYES: Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Martinez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

Commissioner Martinez spoke regarding the train tracks at Durfee project. He asked if
any work has started.

Deputy Director Gonzalez responded that the project is ongoing but plans have not
been finalized.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS:

a) CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF March 12, 2013 — Chairperson Elisaldez reported
regarding the pavement management system. There is 142 miles of surface
streets within the City. Public Works has a pavement condition index, from 1 to
100. 55% of streets are considered to be in fair condition, which is where our City
is at.
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The Passons underpass had 10 cracked panels. The responsible construction
company is taking care of this.

The completion of the median at the intersection of Telegraph and Rosemead.
This will be completed sometime in October.

Norm’s will be coming into the vacant Beverly Boulevard lot. The contractor
predicts completion at the end of the year.

There being no further business the Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at
7:28 p.m.
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