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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
Monday, May 5, 2014

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson
Garcia at 6:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico
Rivera, CA.

STAFF PRESENT:

Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director

Guille Aguilar, Senior Planner

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno

ABSENT: None.

FLAG SALUTE: Led by Commissioner Gomez

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
April 7, 2014

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Commissioner Zermeno and seconded by
Commissioner Gomez:

AYES: Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

PUBLIC HEARING:

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 717 — A REQUEST TO SERVE BEER AND
WINE IN CONJUNCTION WITH AN EXISTING SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT
AT 9333 SLAUSON AVENUE IN THE GENERAL COMMERCIAL (C-G)
ZONED DISTRICT

Project Planner:  Guille Aguilar
Senior Planner
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Senior Planner Aguilar presented the staff report. Maria Ana Granillo, owner of El
Buen Gusto restaurant submitted the application requesting to serve beer and wine in
conjunction with restaurant meals.

The business is in a local shopping center, with a total of 138 parking stalls. The
property has a railroad to the north, commercial uses to the south, east and west areas.
The restaurant is approximately 5,000 sq. ft. in size. There are approximately 39-40
tables and booths, which can accommodate over 200 patrons.

The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control states that according to the population
ratio of licenses to the population, the maximum number of licenses that the census
tract should have would be four. There are currently 12. Staff notes that in the business
tract, there are mostly small businesses that have these licenses, with the exception of
the VFW, the American Legion, and two bars, which are the Iguana bar and El
Pedregal. There have been two previous businesses that had alcohol licenses at this
location, the first was in 1987, a restaurant, approved through a Conditional Use Permit.
In 1994, a billiards moved in but the business closed and its CUP is being revoked due
to a history of public safety issues with that business. Staff is requesting the crime
statistics from Sheriff’s for all of the restaurants within the census tract which sell beer
and wine to determine if there is a possible issue in issuing the license. Therefore, staff
is requesting to continue the public hearing to the May 19 meeting, at which point staff
will bring forth the comments from the Sheriff’s station and a formal recommendation.

Commissioner Zermeno asked if the restaurant has any entertainment.
Staff responded that there is no live entertainment.

Commissioner Elisaldez stated that there is at least seven stores that sell alcohol, in
addition to the businesses that were mentioned by staff in the staff report.

Commissioner Celiz stated that the area is not appealing. There is trash and
panhandlers near the 7-11 area.

Deputy Director Gonzalez mentioned that staff will keep them in mind for future
Commercial Fagade renovations. Staff has had problems with the property owners and
the upkeep of the center.

Commissioner Gomez asked when the last time and to whom the last Conditional Use
Permit was issued to.
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Senior Planner Aguilar stated that in 2012, Mariscos Las Sirenas upgraded their license
from beer and wine to beer, wine and distilled spirits.

Commissioner Zermeno stated that hopefully staff can work with the owners to fix up
the center. Commissioner Zermeno hoped staff could help this restaurant to keep it
open.

Commissioner Elisaldez asked which business had put up their business sign but never
opened in that area.

Staff responded that the restaurant was Baja Fresh, but it was to the right of El Buen
Gusto.

Commissioner Celiz asked if this restaurant is the same business owners that were near
the railroad track on Serapis.

Senior Planner Aguilar stated she did not have that information available, but would
find out and report back.

Chairperson Garcia agrees with Commissioner Zermeno that the City should try to help
this local business.

There being no further questions, it was motioned by Chairperson Garcia, seconded by
Commissioner Elisaldez to open the public hearing.

Since there was no one in the audience to speak on the matter, it was motioned to
continue the public hearing to May 19, 2014 by Commissioner Elisaldez, seconded by

Commissioner Celiz.

Motioned carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS - NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None.
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NEW BUSINESS:
Deputy Director Gonzalez reported that:

a.) Norm’s Restaurant is set to open, with their ribbon cutting on May 20, 2014
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Staff is gathering a list of attendees.

b.) Metro Goldline Extension — Metro is investigating the possibility of two
alignments, one along the 60 freeway, and on Washington Boulevard. Metro
will be providing an update May 13, 2014 at the City Council meeting, along
with an open house.

c.) There was a General Plan meeting last week. Notices were sent to about 1,000
residents with potential zone changes, and only about 10 people attended.
Most of the questions were about the Metro Gold Line and panhandlers in the
area.

CONTINUED/OLD BUSINESS:

Commissioner Celiz stated that there is graffiti under the Passons Underpass, and also
graffiti on the Jack in the Box sign.

Commissioner Garcia asked if complaints are being logged, and if the issues reported
could be tracked.

Commissioner Garcia asked about the vacant lot near the Underpass. Commissioner
Garcia asked who was in charge of that lot. Deputy Director Gonzalez stated this is
City property and through the General Plan staff is looking to rezone it. The City is
looking to see if the school district will sell the vacant school property.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS:

PLANNING COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF Tuesday, April 8, 2014 - Commissioner Gomez reported that most of the discussion
was on the Durfee Avenue Underpass designs. Also discussed were the upgrades to
the Whittier Boulevard train bridge.

Commissioner Gomez reported on the General Plan meeting. Most of the attendees
were discussing the issues they had with the Gold Line running on Washington
Boulevard. The completion date of the Gold Line is set for 2035. The decision of where
the Gold Line will run should be given by October of this year.
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF Tuesday, May 13, 2014. Commissioner Celiz confirmed her attendance.

There being no further business the Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at
6:36 p.m.
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Ruben L. Garcia, Chairperson
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Benjamin A. Martinez, éecretary
Planning Commission
Director of Community and Economic Development




