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Monday, June 2, 2014

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson
Gardia at 6:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico

Rivera, CA.

STAFF PRESENT:
Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno
ABSENT: None. -
FLAG SALUTE: Led by Commissioner Gomez

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

May 19, 2014

Commissioner Garcia should be listed as Commissioner Gomez in the sentence
regarding the ABC licenses on page 2.

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Commissioner Celiz and seconded by
Commissioner Gomez:

AYES: Celiz, Garcia, Gomez
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: Elisaldez

ABSENT: Zermeno

PUBLIC HEARING:

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 51- AN AMENDMENT TO THE
GENERAL PLAN CIRCULATION ELEMENT, TO RE-DESIGNATE DURFEE
AVENUE FROM A COLLECTOR ROAD TO A SPECIAL SECONDARY
ROADWAY BETWEEN BEVERLY AND WHITTIER BOULEVARD
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Project Planner: Julia Gonzalez
Deputy Director

Deputy Director Gonzalez presented the staff report. The Alameda Corridor East
(ACE) Construction Authority awarded the City 78 million for the Durfee Grade
Separation project. The project is strictly an ACE project. The project is currently in the
early design stages. The project will lower Durfee Avenue under the Union Pacific
Railroad, widening the street around the bridge, aesthetically designing retaining walls,
and a new railroad bridge. To be consistent with the General Plan, Durfee Avenue will
be classified as a special secondary roadway between Whittier and Beverly Boulevard.
The proposed street width will be 80 to 100 feet. In the modified version of the General
Plan, the City is proposing that the City Engineer may modify the widths to
accommodate vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic pursuant to a study.

Commissioner Elisaldez asked if the 80 to 100 feet is included in the modification by the
City Engineer.

Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that this is inclusive of the 80 to 100 feet.

The proposed amendment also includes a new policy that reads, “Future bridge
construction and improvements shall be designed and built based on maximum master
planned width to provide greater flexibility and adequate capacity to accommodate
multiple modes of travel, including vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians.”

Commissiorer Gomez asked if the widening is only for the underpass.
Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that yes, the widening is only for the underpass.

Chairperson Garcia asked if at any time ACE will be considering widening the street
closer to Whittier Boulevard.

Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that the widening will start where the railroad
tracks are, and further north the street will be narrowing. The proposed widening will
be between Whittier and Beverly Boulevard.

Commissioner Gomez clarified that his question was whether any portions of the street

were widening.

Commissioner Celiz asked if any properties along Durfee will be removed, such as the
apartments and the feed store.
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Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that some of the properties are being proposed to
be acquired as partial takings, and at this point they are still trying to determine that.

Commissioner Gomez stated that at the last City Council meeting, ACE showed that
they will be keeping the apartments, but the feed store will be eliminated in order to
make a driveway and parking spots for the apartments.

It was motioned to open the public hearing by Commissioner Elisaldez, seconded by
Commissioner Celiz.

There being no one in the audience to speak and no written communication, it was
motioned to close the public hearing by Commissioner Elisaldez, seconded by Celiz.

Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

It was motioned to recommend to the City Council approval of General Plan
Amendment No. 51 by Commissioner Elisaldez, seconded by Commissioner Gomez.

Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Commissioners Celiz, Elisaldez, Garcia, Gomez, Zermeno
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS - NON-AGENDA ITEMS: None.

NEW BUSINESS: None.
CONTINUED/OLD BUSINESS: General Plan Presentation

Deputy Director Gonzalez reported that the Parks Commissioners are interested in the
General Plan update and a presentation will be made to them at the next Parks

Commission meeting. Deputy Director Gonzalez reported that the General Plan was
last updated in 1993. In mid July staff will distribute the General Plan and
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Environmental Impact Report for public review. In August, the General Plan will be
taken to the Planning Commission, and in October 2014 the General Plan is anticipated
to be taken to City Council for adoption.

Chairperson Garcia asked if staff will distribute the General Plan draft and
Environmental Impact Report to the Planning Commission to review prior to releasing
to the public.

Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that staff can bring the draft reports to the
Planning Commission first.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS:

PLANNING COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF Tuesday, May 27, 2014. Commissioner Elisaldez reported.

The sewer rates service charges have not changed.

Effective June 27, 2014 the City will have a new City Manager, Rene Bobadilla, currently
with the City of Huntington Park. Mr. Bobadilla has an engineering background.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF Tuesday, June 10, 2014.

Chairperson Garcia tentatively confirmed his attendance.
Commissioner Zermeno asked where the parking pass could be used.

Deputy Director Gonzalez answered that the parking pass may be used at any City
facility.
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There being no further business the Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at
6:27 p.m.

Az A

Ruben L. Garcia, Chairperson

ATTEST:

FR—

Benjamin A. Martinez, Se‘:cretary
Planning Commission
Director of Community and Economic Development




