
MORNING STROLL

The Rosemead Boulevard 
pedestrian bridge recently 
received a much-needed 

facelift and renovation. 
 Built in 1958, the bridge was 
originally installed to provide junior 
and senior high school students 
with a safer alternative for crossing 
Rosemead on their way to school. 
Hundreds of students and residents 
continue to use the bridge every 

day to walk to Smith Park, the 
Aquatic Center, Rio Vista Park, 
the new Library, shopping centers, 
Ruben Salazar Continuation School 
and El Rancho High School.  
 Renovations to the bridge 
included new safety fencing, new 
handrails, polyester concrete 
overlay, lighting standard 
upgrades and the City name.  In 
addition to giving the bridge a 

more contemporary architectural 
look, the renovation project 
rehabilitated the bridge’s structural 
components so it can remain 
in service for years to come. 
Completion of the Bridge Project 
is expected later this month.
 Funding for the Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project was provided 
by Metro Local Transit and Measure 
R funds.

ICONIC BRIDGE 
RECEIVES FACELIFT

 City residents now have a new 
way to communicate to City Hall 
through their smartphones.   The 
City has partnered with My Civic 
Apps to launch “MyPR,” a new 
app to help users connect to City 
services, activities, and programs. 
 Residents will be able to submit 
service requests from their 
smartphones or access important 
city information regarding events, 
emergency alerts, and more.  The 
“MyPR” App provides easy access 
to information and will allow 
the City to be more responsive 
to customer concerns and 
suggestions. 
 “This is just another example 
of how we are using today’s 
technology to reach out to our 
residents, and for our residents 
to reach out to City Hall” said 
City Manager Rene Bobadilla.  
“Our goal is to make City Hall as 
transparent and easily accessible 
for our residents while continuing 
to provide excellent service.” 
 The “MyPR” app is available 
for Android and iPhones.  To 
download the “MyPR” App on your 
smartphone, log into your app 
store and click on the “MyPR” link 
to download.  

My Pico Rivera 
App puts City 
Hall at Your 
FingertipsImprovements will help to keep the overpass crossing safe for years to come

Out for a morning stroll around Smith Park are participants of the City Walkers Program offered by the 
Pico Rivera Senior Center.   City Walkers, a free walking program, will give participants ages 50 and 
up the opportunity to enjoy a morning brisk walk with friends, including brief warm-up exercises. The 
program is offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays and participants meet at the Senior Center Patio between 
8:00 and 8:30 a.m.  For more information, call the Center at 562.948.4844.
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Sheriff's 
Recruitment

 The Pico Rivera Chamber of 
Commerce will host a Casino Royale 
Charity event at Pico Park, 9528 
Beverly Boulevard, on Thursday, 
February 25, from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m.
 The casino themed evening will 
include traditional casino games, great 
food, tasty beverages and fun.  But 
the fun doesn’t stop at the games and 
food; there will be opportunities to win 
raffle prizes throughout the evening, 
including a grand prize opportunity 
raffle for a chance to win $5000!
 The event is open to the public, with 
a general admission of $25.  Grand-
prize opportunity raffle tickets are only 
$50 each. Sponsorship packages are 
also available. Please note that ticket 
sales are limited to 250 total and we 
anticipate that this will be a sold-out 
event.  
 Proceeds from the event will benefit 
the Pico Rivera Sheriff’s Station 
P.R.I.D.E. program.
 For more information regarding 
Casino Royale, please contact the 
Pico Rivera Chamber by calling 
562.949.2473.

 Thanks to Pico Rivera residents 
and customers of the Pico Rivera 
Water Authority (PRWA), the 
City continues to meet our State 
mandated water use reduction of 
16% compared to 2013 month-by-
month usage. During the months of 
May and October of 2015, residents 
were able to reduce water use to an 
average of 21% per month.  
 The current emergency 
water conservation regulation 
implemented by the State Water 
Board expires in February 2016. 
Governor Brown issued Executive 
Order B-36-15 on November 13, 2015 
directing the State Water Board 
to extend, and potentially modify, 
the emergency water conservation 
regulation if drought conditions 
persist through January 2016. 
 The State Water Board has been 
conducting workshops during 
the month of December and 
tentatively plans to adopt updated 
regulations by late January or early 
February 2016. The current drought 
emergency water conservation 

regulation adopted by the State 
Water Board will expire this month.
 Following action by the State 
Water Board, The PRWA will need 
to revisit the current resolution 
and adopt a new resolution for 
the extension of the conservation 
measures and any revisions to the 
State’s requirements. 
 For more information on water 
restrictions for the Pico Water District 
or San Gabriel Valley Water Company, 
call the following phone numbers:

Pico Water District-
562.692.3756

San Gabriel Valley Water Company- 
562.699.1041
 For more information about the 
water restrictions for the Pico Rivera 
Water Authority, call 562.801.4330.
 To learn about all of the actions 
the state has taken to manage 
our water system and cope with 
the impacts of the drought, visit 
drought.ca.gov. Every Californian 
should take steps to conserve water. 
Find out how at SaveOurWater.com.

 On Friday January 1st, 2016, 
a select group of Pico Rivera 
Sheriff’s Station explorers with 
the Explorer Academy Training 
Staff joined Explorers from 
other Stations and Sheriff Jim 
McDonnell in representing the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department in the 127th Rose Parade!
 Pictured above immediately following the parade…Pico Rivera Explorers 
Samantha Hernandez and Michelle Hernandez are on the far left, Pico Rivera 
Explorer Captain Dazee Mora is pictured third from the right, and Berlin Romero 
is second from the right.

 Last month, a 1-year-old boy was taken when a van was stolen from a 
Montebello recycling center parking lot, triggering an AMBER Alert.  
 The baby was asleep in his car seat at the time the vehicle was stolen from the 
Recycling center just before 3:00 p.m.
 The toddler was safely recovered almost four hours later when a passerby 
recognized the van from the Amber alert that was issued and promptly called 911.  
The abandoned van was parked at a McDonald’s parking lot located on Slauson 
Avenue.  Pico Rivera deputies and paramedics quickly responded and rescued the 
child from the cold vehicle.  Luckily, the toddler was unharmed, but transported to 
Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital in Whittier as a precaution.  
 Montebello Police Department is handling the investigation.  If you have any 

information that can help detectives with this case, you are urged to call Montebello Police Department at 323.887.1313.

 The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department doesn’t just need good 
people; we want the best. We believe 
that the strength of this community 
is a reflection of the strength of our 
character. We’re a force for good, 
serving the 10 million people of this 
community. Apply today and let’s make 
L.A. County better together.
 Interested in becoming a Deputy 
Sheriff? You can call 800-A-Deputy, 
visitwww.LASDcareers.org, or even 
send us a message on Facebook for 
more information!

City Hall Closed

upcoming city meetings

Friday, Feb. 12 Monday, Feb. 15, and Friday, Feb. 26

City Council Meeting  Tu, Feb. 9 and 23, 6 p.m.
at City Hall, 6615 Passons Blvd.

Planning Commission  M, Feb. 1, 6 p.m.
at City Hall, 6615 Passons Blvd. (Please call 562.801.4332 to confirm meeting dates)

Sister City Commission Tu, Feb. 16, 6 p.m. 
at City Hall (Small Conference Room), 6615 Passons Blvd.

Parks and Recreation Commission Th, Feb. 11, 6 p.m. 
at Parks and Recreation Building, 6767 Passons Blvd.

February brings a Summer Concert Series encore. 
Shows like Culinary Kid and Cardio Strength 
Stretch. And the movie classic, "Salt of the Earth." 
Watch live coverage of the Pico Rivera City Council 
meetings on Feb. 19 and 27 at 6:00 p.m. Also catch 
live coverage of ERUSD Board Meetings. Complete 
schedule at pico-rivera.org.

Time Warner Cable, Channel 3  ·  Verizon FioS
Channel 33  ·  AT&T U-Verse, Channel 99

This Month on CTV 

Receive important City news, information, updates, 
special messages and alerts by subscribing to 
the City’s e-newsletter service. Simply email us at 
gcastorena@pico-rivera.org.

Sign up for CITY E-MAILS

City 
Welcomes 
BusinessES
 In a continuing effort to support 
local businesses, City officials 
formally welcomed two new 
businesses to the City with Grand 
Opening celebrations.

MARISCOS LAS SIRENAS...Owner 
Adelfo Romero (second from right) 
stands with his family as they 
celebrated the Ribbon Cutting and 
Grand Opening of the Mariscos Las 
Sirenas Restaurant, located at 9040 
Slauson Boulevard.

MENCHIES...Co-Owners Robert and 
Margaret Younan celebrated the 
Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening 
of the Pico Rivera Menchies Frozen 
Yogurt. Menchies is located at 8880 
Whittier Boulevard..

 City officials are committed to 
providing support to new and 
existing businesses in our growing 
business community.

Public’s Help Needed in Ongoing Investigation

Standing Proud

DROUGHT UPDATE



 Transitional Kindergartners through 
8th graders have the opportunity to 
make new friends and have a great 
time during the City’s Spring Camp 
Program. Hosted by the Parks and 
Recreation Department, the camp 
runs during the school spring break 
from Monday, March 28 through 
Friday, April 1. Camp will be held at 
Pico Park, 9528 Beverly Boulevard, 
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 Spring Camp will be a fun-packed, 
one-week day camp where kids will 
have hours of fun with games and 
activities planned by enthusiastic 
Recreation Leaders. 

 Fee for the camp 
is $99 with a resident 
discount available. 
Campers are required 
to wear a camp T-shirt 
every day. T-shirts are 
available for purchase 
for $8 each.  Morning 
and afternoon snacks 
are provided, however 
campers must bring a bag lunch daily.  
 Registration packets are available 
at all park sites, the Recreation 
Department at 6767 Passons 
Boulevard and online at www.pico-
rivera.org. Registration begins on 

Monday, February 22; completed 
registration packets will only 
be accepted at the Recreation 
Department and Pico Park. Space is 
limited, so register early.
 For more information, call 
562.801.4430.
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"Have a Heart" Pet 
Adoption Event

 What better way to share your 
love on Valentine’s Day than by 
adopting an older dog or cat. 
 On Saturday, February 13, you can 
adopt a dog or cat that is one year 
or older and pay a special reduced 
fee of just $14. This one-day-only 
adoption event is being hosted by 
the Southeast Area Animal Control 
Authority from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Animal Control Office, 9777 
Seaaca St. in Downey. 
 Adoption fee includes spay/
neuter, microchip, first set of 
vaccines and flea treatment.
 For more information about 
this special adoption event, call 
SEAACA at 562.803.3301 or log on 
to their website at www.seacca.org.

TRIPS TOURSand

Kids' Spring Camp Offered

Indoor Soccer Returns to Pico Rivera
 The popular indoor soccer program, FUTSAL, returns 
this spring as part of the City of Pico Rivera’s Youth Sports 
program. This form of soccer is specially designed to be 
played on indoor hard court surfaces while maintaining the 
basic fundamentals of the game. 
 The program emphasizes soccer fundamentals, 
teamwork, sportsmanship, safety and fun. Volunteer 
coaches will lead the teams and teach basic techniques in 
passing, dribbling and kicking. 
 Games will be played on Fridays and Saturdays 
beginning in mid-March. Practice schedules will be 
determined by coaches’ availability. 
 Cost of the program is $55. Registrations are being 
accepted until Friday, February 19 for four age levels; U8, 
U10, U12, and U14. Those who register after the deadline 
will be placed on a standby list. A copy of participants’ 
birth certificates is required at time of registration.  For 
more information, please call 562.801.4430.

 Residents along Rosemead 
Boulevard may have noticed additional 
signals that were recently installed in 
the last couple of months.  
 As part of the Safe Routes to 
School project, two intersections 
on Rosemead Boulevard, Rosemead 
Boulevard and Terradell Avenue and 
Rosemead and Olympic Boulevards are 
now controlled by traffic signals.  

 Also included in this project was the 
installation of eight flashing beacons 
near schools, approximately 20,400 
square feet of new sidewalk, 77 access 
ramps, and 60 new school crosswalks 
citywide.  
 The improvement project was 
funded by Federal grants and Prop C 
funding.

 The Pico Rivera Senior Center
and AARP are once again 
partner ing to provide free state and 
federal income tax assistance for 
residents age 60 years and older. 
 AARP tax-aide volunteers, trained 
in cooperation with the IRS, will be 
avail able at the Pico Rivera Senior 
Center every Monday and Wednesday 
from noon to 4 p.m. beginning Monday, 
February 1 and continuing through 
Wednesday, April 13. Appointments are 
required.  
 Residents who wish to participate in 
this free service should bring a copy 
of last year’s tax returns along with all 
current W-2 and 1099 forms. 
 For more information or to make an 
appointment, call the Senior Center at 
562.948.4844.

 Take your family on fun local trips 
without the hassle of driving, fighting 
for parking or wasting gas by traveling 
with the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department.

March
Whale Watching, Newport Beach
Saturday, March 26;
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
$30 for all ages
Deadline to Register: 2/26/16

April
Rain - A Tribute to the Beatles at the 
Pantages, Hollywood
Friday, April 8; 5:00 to 11:30 p.m.
$67 for ages 10 and up
Deadline to Register: 3/4/16

 All trips depart from and return to 
the Pico Rivera Senior Center, 9200 
Mines Ave., unless noted otherwise. 
Registration is accepted at all City 
park sites, the Parks and Recreation 
Department Office, 6767 Passons Blvd., 
and online at pico-rivera.org. Register 
early to reserve your seat on one or all 
of these trips.
 For more information, please 
contact the Department of Parks and 
Recreation at 562.801.4430 or visit us 
online at pico-rivera.org.

FUTSaL! FUTSaL! 
INDOOR SOCCER AT

Free Tax 
Assistance for 
Seniors

Safe Routes to School Project

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Twin Cities Wolverines Midget Division team was recognized by the City 
Council for capturing the Wescon Pop Warner Island/Mainland Division III Midget Championship. On their 
way to the Championship, the Wolverines played teams from Garden Grove, Anaheim, Hawaiian Gardens, 
West Lake Village, Murrieta, El Centro and Maui, Hawaii. 



EL RANCHO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS

 Students and parents/guardians 
of 6th graders preparing to enter 
El Rancho High School are invited 
to Future Don Night on Thursday, 
February 25 beginning at 6:00 p.m. in 
the school’s main gym. 
 The event is an opportunity for 
students and parents to become 
familiar with the school. Topics 
include high school graduation, 
college entrance requirements, 
activities, the arts, sports and 
extracurricular activities. There will 
also be a chance to meet teachers, 
counselors, coaches, administrators 
and other helpful staff. 
 Future Don Night is the first in a 
series of activities designed to assist 
students and parents in making a 
successful transition from middle 
school to high school and beyond.
 For more information, contact El 
Rancho High School at 562.801.5355.

 The City of Pico Rivera, in 
collaboration with the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Works, is 
hosting a Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) and Electronic Waste (E-waste) 
collection event on Saturday, February 
27 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
Southern California Gas Company, 
8101 Rosemead Blvd.
 HHW is any leftover product 
labeled toxic, poison, corrosive, 

flammable, combustible or irritant 
that needs to be discarded. E-waste 
is any electronic product that has 
reached the end of its useful life. 
Many of these products can be 
reused, refurbished or recycled. 
Proper disposal of these items is 
important to prevent harmful toxins 
from entering our waste stream and 
endangering the community and the 
environment.  

 Examples of HHW include fertilizer, 
pesticides, paints, automobile fluids, 
lead and acid batteries, medicines, 
beauty products, products in aerosol 
cans, cleaning sprays, fluorescent lights 
and pool chemicals. E-waste includes 
computers, televisions, VCRs, stereos, 
copiers and fax machines.
 The following items will not be 
accepted at the collection: explosives, 
ammunition, radioactive products, 
HHW/ E-waste from businesses, trash, 
tires or white goods (refrigerators, 
stoves, washing machines, etc.)

Tips for the HHW/E-waste event:
Pack HHW in cardboard boxes so 

that it does not spill during transport. 

Be prepared to leave your 
containers and boxes.

Put like chemicals together. 
Separate unlike chemicals.

Label materials that are not in their 
original containers.

Make sure containers are not 
leaking and lids are tightly sealed.

Transport your boxes in the car 
trunk, away from passengers. Remove 
all other items from the trunk.

 For more information about this or 
future collections, call 562.801.4388.

Birney Dads 
Club 5K Run
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 Just before the Holidays, the 
Birney Dads Club hosted the 2nd 
Annual Birney Dads Club 5K.  With 
over 50 participants and volunteers 
from the El Rancho High School 
Track and Field and Cross Country 
Programs, the annual 5K promoted 
fitness and safety, and highlights the 
safe routes to school program.  
 The fees collected by the 5K 
registration go to the Birney Dads 
Club scholarship foundation.  As a 
result of fundraisers held throughout 
the year, the Club was able to award 
$6000 at the ERHS scholarship night 
held last school year.

 The City of Pico Rivera in 
cooperation with The Long Beach 
Community Action Partnership 
(LBCAP) is assisting low income 
households in meeting their immediate 
and long term home energy needs 
through financial assistance, energy 
conservation education, and 
weatherization services. 

Qualified residents may obtain 
assistance with:

Financial assistance to eligible low-
income households to offset the costs 
of heating/cooling residential dwellings 
and for energy-related emergencies.

Weatherization to improve the 
energy-efficiency of low-income homes 
and safeguard the health and safety of 
the household residing in the homes.
 This program is offered on a first-
come, first-served basis and is effective 
until funding is expended or the 
program is discontinued. For more 
information please call 888.351.4061.

READING IN RETIREMENT... Local Officials and Dignitaries took time to say good bye to 
retiring El Rancho Unified School Board Member Delia Alvidrez.  Last month, District officials 
dedicated the Delia Alvidrez Reading Garden at South Ranchito Dual Language Academy, 
the school where Mrs. Alvidrez spent a majority of her career in the El Rancho Unified School 
District including her term as School Principal.  In the photo above, Mrs. Alvidrez is pictured 
during the dedication ceremony with members of her family.

 “I was a migrant farm worker. I came 
from a family that was financially and 
educationally challenged. So how in 
the world does a kid like that dare to 
dream to become an astronaut? My 
dream was born when I was 10-years-
old as I watched the Apollo lunar 
landing mission,” said Astronaut, 
Jose Hernandez as he addressed an 
audience of more than 1,600 students 
and Pico Rivera community members 
at El Rancho High School.
 Hernandez visited the school as 
part of Generation 1st Degree – Pico 
Rivera’s inaugural Latino-Student 
Empowerment Speaker Series event. 
The goal of this series is to create a 
forum that highlights prominent and 
successful Latinos who have graduated 
from college and whom can share their 
personal stories of perseverance in 
order to inspire students, their parents 
and the entire community. 
 He shared his story of being one 
of four children of a migrant farming 
family that would travel yearly between 
Northern California and Mexico. After 
his 2nd grade teacher suggested to 

his parents that they consider settling 
in one location so that Jose and his 
siblings could focus on their education, 
the family settled in Stockton, 
California. Jose would go on to receive 
his education at the University of the 
Pacific and UCSB, and in 2009, fly into 
space as a NASA Astronaut aboard the 
Space Shuttle Discovery.
 He shared the personal stages 
of reaching a goal, as he spoke 
directly and wholeheartedly to 
students, “First, decide what you 
want to be in life and meet those 
minimum requirements, get that 
college degree. Second, look at 
other people who are already there. 
What attributes do they have that 
you can copy? What do they have, 
that you don’t have? Third, rise 
above the competition. You’ve got 
to distinguish yourself. Finally, never, 
ever give up on yourselves. It wasn’t 
easy for me. NASA told me no, eleven 
times. It wasn’t until the twelfth time 
that I finally got selected as a NASA 
astronaut. That’s perseverance. That’s 
not giving up on your self,” he said.

El Rancho High 
Hosts Information 
Meeting for 
Incoming Students

v

v

Astronaut Speaks to 
El Rancho Students

E-Waste/Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Event

Energy Efficiency 
Services


