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Scale Comparison - Housing Development

Sierra Madre Housing Development

Target Shopping Center
1” = 200’
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Next stop: further east.

summer 2022

metro.net/eastsidephase2

eastside transit corridor phase 2
Fact Sheet



Overview
Metro has a plan to make it easier to get around LA, which 
includes better transit. As part of these efforts, Metro is 
evaluating an approximately nine-mile extension of the Metro 
L Line (Gold) further east from its current terminus at  
Pomona Bl and Atlantic Bl. This extension would serve the 
cities of Commerce, Montebello, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs 
and Whittier, and the unincorporated communities of East  
Los Angeles and West Whittier-Los Nietos. 

The project area is home to approximately 722,000 residents 
and is a job center to approximately 274,000 employees. 
Projections show the resident population increasing by 
11% and jobs increasing 25% by 2042. This rail corridor is 
anticipated to serve commuters in a high travel demand 
corridor by providing relief to the limited transportation 
systems currently available to these communities.

Project Updates
This summer, the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
is available for public review and comment for 60 days, 
from June 30 to August 29, 2022. This milestone document 
evaluates the proposed alternatives, as well as their potential 
impacts and mitigation measures. 

The Draft EIR can be viewed online or at repository sites where 
printed copies will be available. Public hearings will also take 
place to provide a presentation and an opportunity for oral 
comments. Formal comments may also be submitted by 
mail, online and phone. To learn more, please visit the project 
online interactive tool at metro.net/eastside2022.

Milestones
Below are the completed project milestones to date, during the 
alternatives analysis and environmental (current) phases.

 
 

Environmental Impact Report 
The project is in the environmental review process, including 
the development and recent release of a Draft EIR in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) to update the 2014 Draft EIR. This process includes 
advanced conceptual engineering, environmental analysis and 
ongoing outreach efforts.

In addition, focused technical analyses were conducted as part 
of the Draft EIR to: 

> Evaluate various design refinements 

> Update ridership and travel time projections

> Study potential environmental impacts

> Analyze grade crossings

> Identify locations for maintenance and storage facilities

> Develop IOS options

Throughout the environmental review phase, Metro staff 
will continue to provide project updates to stakeholders 
and provide the necessary tools and resources to keep 
communities informed.

Background
In 2019, the environmental process was reinitiated to update 
environmental analysis, more advanced engineering design 
and refinement of the alternatives under consideration at  
that time (SR-60, Washington and Combined). Scoping 
meetings were held in June 2019 to receive public and 
stakeholder comments.

In 2020, the Metro Board of Directors considered options for 
studying the project and approved the following:

> Withdrawal of SR-60 Alternative and Combined Alternative 
from consideration

> Proceed with CEQA for the environmental review process

> Directed that a separate feasibility study to be prepared by 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments to identify short 
and long term transit solutions in the San Gabriel Valley.   
(sgvcog.org/transit-study)

 



eastside transit corridor phase 2 – project alternatives

Alternatives
As part of the environmental process the project is evaluating 
three build alternatives, including the Washington Alternative 
and two IOS options. An IOS is an initial segment that 
operates as a stand-alone system and includes a rail car 
maintenance and storage facility. Metro is committed to 
building all capital projects it plans as quickly as possible. 
Nevertheless, funding constraints make it challenging to 
build out a project all at once. Therefore, IOS options to 
deliver the project in phases have been introduced as part of 
the Draft EIR.

alternative 1: washington alternative

Alternative 1 would travel for approximately nine miles south 
along Atlantic Bl in an underground configuration from the 
current Metro L Line (Gold) terminus at Pomona Bl and 
Atlantic Bl in East Los Angeles to the Citadel Outlets in 
Commerce. The route then proceeds east along Washington 
Bl via aerial and at-grade (street level) configurations ending 
at Lambert Rd in Whittier. This alternative would include  
a relocated/reconfigured Atlantic Station (underground) 
in East Los Angeles and six new stations: Atlantic/Whittier 
(underground), Commerce/Citadel (underground), 
Greenwood (aerial/at-grade), Rosemead (street level), 
Norwalk (street level) and Lambert (street level). 
 

 

alternative 2: commerce/citadel station ios 

Alternative 2 would extend the Metro L Line (Gold) south  
for approximately 3.2 miles from the current terminus 
at Atlantic Bl to an underground terminal station at the 
Commerce/Citadel Station. This alternative would include  
a relocated/reconfigured Atlantic Station (underground)  
and two new stations: Atlantic/Whittier (underground)  
and Commerce/Citadel (underground).

alternative 3: ios to greenwood station 

Alternative 3 would extend the Metro L Line (Gold) south 
for approximately 4.6 miles from the current terminus at 
Atlantic Bl to an aerial or at-grade terminal station at the 
Greenwood Station in the city of Montebello. This alternative 
would include a relocated/reconfigured Atlantic Station 
(underground) and three new stations: Atlantic/Whittier 
(underground), Commerce/Citadel (underground) and 
Greenwood (aerial/at-grade).

maintenance and storage facility options

Two maintenance and storage facility options are being 
considered, including one in Commerce with capacity for up 
to approximately 100 train cars and another in Montebello 
with capacity for up to approximately 120 train cars. These 
options would allow any of the three build alternatives to 
operate as a stand-alone line. Following the release of the 
Draft EIR, the Metro Board is expected to select a Locally 
Preferred Alternative (LPA), which identifies the alternative 
and design considerations, including a maintenance and 
storage facility option, to advance into the Final EIR.
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contact us  

Stephen Corona, Community Relations Manager
Metro
One Gateway Plaza, 99-13-01
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213.922.3012

eastsidephase2@metro.net

metro.net/eastsidephase2

@metrolosangeles

losangelesmetro

Metro invites you to stay involved and share your feedback.
22
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Project Development Process*

*This timeline is subject to change based on various factors, including funding opportunities (see Project Funding section).

Project Funding
Thanks to voter support of Measure M in November 2016, 
Metro allocated $6 billion for this project. Funding for this 
project that has been programmed in two cycles (per the 
plan's funding schedule): 

> Cycle 1 allocates $3 billion in 2029 (Washington Alternative) 

> Cycle 2 allocates $3 billion in 2053 (second alignment) to 
be determined by the separate feasibility study 

The project is also identified as high priority for the Metro 
Board, with the goal of securing funding prior to the 
anticipated 2029 funding cycle.

Next Steps
After circulation of the Draft EIR, agency staff will compile 
and consider comments received from the public and other 
stakeholders on the Draft EIR. Based on public input, staff 
will recommend an LPA for the Metro Board to consider. 

The Metro Board is scheduled to select the LPA for the 
project in fall 2022, which will advance for further analysis in 
the Final EIR expected to be released in 2023. 

Public Involvement
Please be sure to sign up to continue to receive project 
updates and details on other opportunities to get involved, 
including announcements on the Draft EIR and public 
participation opportunities during the 60-day comment 
period. To learn more, please visit the project online 
interactive tool at metro.net/eastside2022.

Metro does not share your contact information with 
third parties. Metro will continue to engage stakeholders 
throughout the study process. If you would like us to come 
out and share information with your group, please contact 
Stephen Corona, Metro Community Relations Manager, 
through any of the methods listed below. 



Next stop: the missing link.

fall 2022

metro.net/regionalconnector

regional connector transit project
Fact Sheet
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contact us  

213.922.7277

regionalconnector@metro.net

metro.net/regionalconnector

@metroconnector

metroregionalconnector

Metro invites you to stay involved and share your feedback. 
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The Regional Connector Project will extend from Metro Rail’s 
Little Tokyo/Arts District Station to the 7th St/Metro Center 
Station in downtown Los Angeles, allowing passengers to 
access the L, A, E, B and D Lines (Gold, Blue, Expo, Red, 
Purple). The 1.9-mile addition will serve Little Tokyo, the Arts 
District, Civic Center, the Historic Core, Broadway, Grand Av, 
Bunker Hill, Flower St and the Financial District.

The new Metro rail extension will also provide a one-seat 
ride for travel across LA County. Passengers will be able to 
travel between Azusa and Long Beach, and between East 
Los Angeles and Santa Monica, without transferring lines. 
The Regional Connector will improve access to both local 
and regional destinations by providing continuous service 
between these lines, as well as providing connectors to 
other rail lines at 7th St/Metro Center, greatly improving 
the connectivity of the region’s transportation network.

This new Metro rail extension will offer an alternative 
transportation option to congested roadways, provide 
significant environmental benefits and spur economic 
development throughout the county. Through improved 
connectivity, riders will be better able to use the entire 
Metro rail system, municipal bus lines and other regional 
transportation services. 

Project at a Glance
 
>  A 1.9-mile underground light rail system connecting
   Metro rail’s L Line (Gold) to the 7th St/Metro
   Center Station

> Direct connection between Azusa and Long Beach,
   and between East Los Angeles and Santa Monica

> Three new stations:

        •  Little Tokyo/Arts District
        •  Historic Broadway
        •  Grand Av Arts/Bunker Hill

> Life-of-Project Budget: $1.836 billion

> Forecasted opening: 2023

Overview

regional connector transit project
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Little Tokyo/
Arts District

Historic
Broadway

Civic Center/
Grand Park

Grand Av Arts/
Bunker Hill

Existing station

Existing Metro Rail
Lines & Stations

Regional Connector
& Station (under 
construction)

Metro Busway & Station

Amtrak/Metrolink

Subject to Change 20-2581 ©2020 LACMTA

Línea y estación de 
Metro existente

Regional Connector
y estación (bajo 
construcción)

Metro Silver Line 
y estación

Amtrak/Metrolink

Sujeto a cambios 17-1328 ©2017 LACMTA

JapaneseEnglish

KoreanSpanish

Metro Rail Lines & Stations

Metro Busway & Station

Regional Connector
(under construction)

At-Grade 

Aerial 

Underground

Parking 

17-1328 ©2017 LACMTA

既存のMetro Railおよ
び駅

リージョナルコネクタ
ーおよび駅（工事中）

Metro Silver Lineおよ
び駅

Amtrak/Metrolink

変更になることもあります 17-1328 ©2017 LACMTA

A Line (Blue) continues 
along current L Line 
(Gold) route to Azusa.

L Line (Gold) continues along 
current route to East LA. 

L Line (Gold) continues along current 
E Line (Expo) route to Santa Monica.

A Line (Blue) continues along 
current route to Long Beach.
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Scale Comparison - Small Plaza

One Colorado Plaza

IDEA Lab / Public Parking Lot
1” = 50’
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Scale Comparison - Small Plaza

One Colorado Plaza

Brewjeria / Public Parking Lot
1” = 50’
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ALMI Development
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Scale Comparison - Housing Development

ALMI Development Project

Crossroads Plaza
1” = 200’
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Scale Comparison - Open Space

Pasadena Memorial Park

LA County / WRD Recycled Water Turnouts Project
1” = 100’
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Tour Participant Activity




